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On January 19, 2012, the Dwight neighborhood, a majority African-American part of New Haven, Connecticut, convened to discuss
the construction of afueling station on an empty lot in their neighborhood. The meeting had been called by the prospective landlord
at the behest of the City of New Haven. The fueling station would be operated by alarge northeastern corporation: Stop and Shop.
An objective observer not equipped with more details would fairly assume that the meeting would be fraught with opposition and
accusations that a large corporation was taking advantage of a politically weak community. This, however, is a story about a
community taking the initiative and controlling its own development.
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