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Defining Intellectual Disability: Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders and Capital
Punishment
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The Center for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that, for every 1,000 live births in the United States, there are between 0.2

and 1.5 cases of a preventable mental disorder, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS). However, FAS only represents a small number of

patients who fit within a category of debilitating mental conditions known collectively as the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders

(FASD). Scientists estimate that there are at least three times as many cases of FASD as cases of FAS, but the incidence of FASD is

difficult to quantify and likely to be greatly underestimated due to a lack of awareness, problems reporting the disorder, and

difficulties in diagnosing the disorder.
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